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Save the Pine Barrens, Inc. 
158 Center Hill Road 
Plymouth MA 02360 

www.savethepinebarrens.org 
 
 
October 29, 2021 
 
BY EMAIL TO: 
MEPA Office 
EEA No. 13940 
100 Cambridge Street-9th Floor 
Boston, MA 02114 
 
 
RE: EEA 13940 ADM Tihonet Mixed Use Development (TMUD) EEA ADM Development Services, LLC 
 
Dear Secretary Theoharides, 
 
 This is a demand that the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) office 
immediately direct ADM Development Services, LLC (ADM), the project proponent for the 
above-referenced Project, to notice and hold a quarterly public update meeting as mandated by 
the MEPA Certificate dated January 29, 2007 (January 29, 2007, Certificate of the Secretary of 
Environmental Affairs Establishing a Special Review Procedure) (the Certificate). 
 

The Certificate established a Special Review Procedure (SRP) under 301 CMR 11.09. 
Condition 7 of the Certificate states, 
 

“In addition, the proponent shall be required to hold quarterly public update meetings, 
which meetings shall be open to the public, held in a publicly accessible location in one of the 
three host towns, and notice of which shall be provided in each of the three communities at least 
seven (7) days prior to the meeting. The proponent shall also establish and maintain a publicly 
accessible website to advertise such meetings, to make documents available for public review, 
and to provide Project updates as appropriate.” (Emphasis supplied) 
 

ADM has not held a quarterly public update meeting since March 22, 2021. It never held 
the legally mandated quarterly meetings for June 2021 or September 2021. This is blatant 
violation of the Certificate, Section 7 and of MEPA, G.L. c. 30, Section 62A which authorizes 
the establishment of a SPR and of the MEPA SPR regulation, 301 CMR 11.09.  
 

We note for the record that in 2007 when it established the SPR, the Secretary declined to 
require a Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) under the SPR provisions of the MEPA 
Regulations, stating, “The proponent has committed to a transparent collaborative process, and 
based on comment letters received, has a long history of working collaboratively with host 
communities.”  
 

The Secretary established the SPR at the request of ADM. According to the Certificate, 
the basis for the request was that ADM stated its intent to “replicate the traditional New England 
village development pattern in a manner consistent with the project area. The proposed project 
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will include residential, commercial, industrial and recreational components, and will be guided 
by the principles of smart growth, low-impact design, and pedestrian-scaled development.” 
Certificate page 1. In the fourteen years since the Certificate, ADM pivoted from the original 
purpose of the SPR and the TMUD plan to implement a strategic business plan for strip mining, 
industrial energy development and commercial sand and gravel production, trucking and sales. 
ADM has failed to meet its commitment to a “transparent collaborative process” referred to by 
Secretary Bowles when he declined to establish a CAD under the SPR regulations.  
 

At the last SPR Quarterly Meeting on March 22, 2021, the public asked ADM’s CEO and 
President, Jim Kane, and its consultants, Beals+Thomas, a number of material, significant, and 
important questions about the three proposed solar projects in Wareham and ADM’s ongoing 
and proposed earth removal operations throughout the three towns that make up the TMUD area 
(Plymouth, Carver and Wareham). ADM and its consultant, Beals+Thomas did not answer many 
of the public’s questions about these issues. In the public meeting on March 22, 2021, which is 
recorded and available on YouTube, Mr. Kane offered to meet with members of the public to 
answer questions. Despite a written request from the public following up on Mr. Kane’s offer, 
some seven months later, the company has refused to answer questions and instead has continued 
to dodge and evade important questions about its Damage to the Environment.  This is an 
indication that ADM is not engaged in a “transparent and collaborative process” with the public 
and is actively undermining the purposes and intent of MEPA which include public 
accountability for Damage to the Environment. Beals+Thomas and MEPA are complicit in 
allowing this to occur. 
 

Save the Pine Barrens has notified MEPA of ADM’s lack of transparency by filing three 
Notices of Project Change, two of which were unjustifiably rejected. The third was filed on 
October 29, 2021 in the form a Request for an Advisory Opinion under 301 CMR 11.00. These 
NPC’s provide detailed documentation of the lack of transparency and collaboration that now 
characterizes the SRP under MEPA. 
 
 MEPA has no grounds for excusing ADM from the legal obligation under the Certificate 
to conduct the mandatory quarterly meetings.  We demand that a quarterly meeting be scheduled 
and held immediately.  
 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
Margaret E. Sheehan 
 
Margaret E. Sheehan 
For Save the Pine Barrens, Inc. 
185 Center Hill Road 
Plymouth MA 02360 
 
 


