
June 29, 2021 

Dear Wareham Selectboard: 

As a concerned citizen, I call your attention to the attached letter regarding earth removal by AD 
Makepeace at 160 Tihonet Road, Wareham.  This letter (and accompanying video) documents the 
unambiguous pledge to the citizens of Wareham by AD Makepeace CEO Jim Kane to fully and publicly 
account for all sand removed from this site. Makepeace is reneging on this promise.  

Your body did not receive an application for earth removal at this location despite the long-planned and 
now undeniable industrial-scale sand removal activity there. As a result, citizens are asking if AD 
Makepeace deliberately used solar permits as a pretext to bypass your essential earth removal 
permitting oversight (and the related fees). If this industrial-scale sand removal operation required an 
earth removal permit from you, the Town of Wareham was cheated out of significant fees, and the earth 
removal safeguards you require were ignored. 

The Wareham earth removal regulations empower you to engage an independent, nationally recognized 
forensic auditing firm with the required skill and experience to determine the number of cubic yards 
removed from this site and precisely where it went. You are also authorized to conduct a forensic 
assessment of what money, if any, may be owed to the Town. This forensic work, importantly, would be 
at the sole cost of AD Makepeace, not the Town, under these same regulations. 

STOP.  Please.  Do not press the tired, automatic, ill-informed, and legally insufficient ‘incidental to 
agriculture’ – ‘our hands are tied’ – button.  If industrial-scale sand removal operators (Makepeace or 
not) are free to claim that they use millions of cubic yards of sand solely on their own ‘operations’ – 
despite the math being improbable – and without verifiable proof - the Town of Wareham could be 
cheated, and our environment harmed.  
 
Furthermore, Makepeace moving sand to its other ‘operations’ could, for example, include its affiliate 
Reed Custom Soils which sells the same sand to third parties.  This would not be  ‘incidental to 
agriculture’ or for its ‘own use’ .  This would, instead,  constitute the commercial sale and distribution of 
sand to any willing buyer on an industrial scale. According to Reed Custom Soils, it operates “from a 
state-of-the-art blending facility” - “located in the heart of our enormous reserves of USGA quality 
sand.” From where do you think Reed gets tons of this sand?     
 
And this is not the only recent head-scratcher when it comes to this body and Makepeace. With no help  
from Town Hall, I have now obtained and reviewed various title examination reports associated with the 
Parker Mills Dam as well as hundreds of pages of related correspondence, documents, diagrams, and 
environment-related assessments.  It is abundantly clear that here too this body has shown no resolve 
to stand up to Makepeace. 
 
Please openly insist that AD Makepeace keeps its word to publicly account for its earth removal in 
Wareham.  Better yet, immediately engage an independent forensic auditing firm to do the job at 
Makepeace’s expense.  It is bad enough our Pot Shop has a better reputation than our school system.  
Continuing to stick your heads in our enormous but rapidly depleting reserves of sand, on all matters 
Makepeace, is just as embarrassing.  
 
Barry C. Cosgrove 



 
 
 
 


